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A Croatian special force officer poses with the Singapore Ultimax 
100 light machine gun. 
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Federal M-84 abandoned by its crew, with the engine still 
running, and with all equipment, weapons and ammo left inside the vehicle. 


All photos by Eric Micheletti unless otherwise stated. 


WAR IN SLOVENIA 


Yugoslavian Republic of Slovenia, the Slovenian 

parliament voted in favor of independence. 
However, Slovenia's movement towards freedom was 
not going to be as easy as it seemed. The Federal 
Government in Belgrade announced that there would 
be military action taken against Slovenia and all Federal 
Army barracks in Slovenia and Croatia were put in full 
alert. The next day, Slovenia's territorial forces were 
mobilized as barricades and roadblocks were erected 
against the possible Federal Army’s intervention. 

On Thursday, 27th June 1991, Federal Army tanks left 
their barracks and headed for Ljubljana and the airport. 
At the same 
time, border 
posts were 
seized by 
Federal 
heliborne and 
airborne 
commandos. 
Continuous 
fighting 
occurred at 
Maridor and 
Poljane near 
the Austrian 
border. On 
28th June,the 
military 
situation had 
reversed. 
Badly 
prepared, the 
partial 
mobilization 
undercut the 
Federal 
Army's logistics capability with the troops running out of 
food and fuel. The advance bogged down, the Federal 
forces were no longer on the offensive but found them 
either cut off from their bases or besieged in their barracks. 
Understandably, young recruits from Slovenia, Croatia, 
Macedonia or Bosnia were poorly motivated and felt 
unconcerned with the war and surrendered to the 
Slovenes in numbers. 

The Federal Government in Belgrade decided to 
step up its action and launched airstrikes. Jastreb fighter- 
bombers and Mig-21s bombed Blinik airport as well as 
several border outposts. But the Federal Army suffered a 
severe setback and dissensions began to appearamong 
the JNA (Yugoslav People’s Army). Three factions were 
clashing within the JNA: those that favored a “Greater 
Yugoslavia”, the “Greater Serbians” who endorsed 


(i) n25th June 1991 in Ljubljana, the capital of the 


Serbian expansionism, and the "career soldiers" who 
opposed intervention against other republics. At the 
end, the Federal Army seemed to gain an upper hand 
and directed further armored thrusts at Slovenia. 

The Federal Government began to lose grip on 
Slovenia in early July although it still retained a large 
number of border posts, not willing to give them up. The 
Federal Government had seriously underestimated the 
Slovenes' determination to become independent. The 
Slovenes were fighting for their homeland and even 
though they were not professionals, they displayed more 
courage and motivation than the badly beaten Federal 
forces. Though lightly armed, the Slovenian territorial 
forces of TO 
(Teritorialna 
Obramba) 
h a а 
established 
control over 
the road from 
Ljubljana to 
the Croatian 
capital 
Zagreb by the 
first week of 
July. Lack of 
motivation 
and poor 
coordination 
eventually 
pushed the 
Federal forces 
back to their 
departureline. 
Had the 
Federal Army 
committed 
massive 
artillery and helicopter strikes and the Slovenian-based 
forces, the tide could have been changed. 

On 10th July 1991, the Brioni agreement was signed. 
The agreement stipulated that the Federal forces would 
withdraw from Slovenia and that the Slovenes would 
hand back all captured equipment, and that 
international observers would be sent in to monitor the 
ceasefire. But more importantly, the Brioni agreement 
allowed both parties the respite they so badly needed. 
However, when war broke out in Croatia later on, Slovenia 
disregarded the Brioni agreement and kept the heavy 
equipment to themselves instead of handing it back to 
the Federal Army. Slovenia enjoyedsome time of peace 
when the Federal Army was busy fighting the Croats. 
Eventually Slovenia was recognized by the Е.Е.С. as an 
independent country on 15th January 1992. 


When Slovenia declared independence on 25th June 
1991, Federal Army troops moved in and tried to take control of 
Slovenia's border crossings to Hungary, Austria and Italy. 
Buses and commercial trucks were parked across highways to 
block the advance of the Federal forces. 


чан, 


Federal tanks smashed through barricades made by trucks and buses. 
Machine guns and anti-tank rockets were fired onto the vehicles, and the 


Federal forces often could continue their advance without problem. 


Federal aviation joined in the attack on the barricade of 
trucks and buses, hammering them with rockets and bombs. 


Example of blockade using trees on a mountain road to 
stop the Federal forces. Slovenes, like other Yugoslavs, master 
this tactic well and learned much when fighting as partisans 
against the Germans during WWII. 


A good example of а barricade formed within а few minutes at 
Gordnja Radgona to stop the advance of a Federal column. Two days 
later, this Federal column was trapped and ambushed. 


Slovenian reservists and civilian trapping a group of 
Federal armored vehicles against the Austrian border at 
Gordnja Radgona, around 150 meters away from where they 
stand. The civilian is heavily armed with the M72B1 light 
machine gun while the reservist is equipped with the classic 
M70B1 with a wooden stock. 


N 


A Slovenian civilian on the look-out for Federal troops. He is armed 
with a 7.62mm M7281 light machine gun with bipod and taped together 
magazine clips. 


Despite early efforts by the Federal Army to capture arms caches in 
Slovenia, more than half of Slovenia's weapons were able to distribute to 
its territorial forces. 


A destroyed Federal transport truck, the TAM 4500 series of truck 
manufactured in Yugoslavia under licence from Germany. 


At Gordnja Radgona, this Slovenian reservist is ready with his M80 
rocket launcher (a copy for the U.S. manufactured LAW) to take on any 
Federal armored vehicle that tries to escape. 


This Slovenian civilian is armed with the Yugoslavian assault rifle 
M70B1 with grenade launcher. The launcher itself is not permanently 
attached but is fitted to the muzzle when needed. The grenade launching 
sight can be raised when required. 


On 29th June 1991, four days after Slovenia declared independence, 
this Federal column was ambushed at Gordnja Radgona and totally 
destroyed by Molotov cocktails. 


А 211-131 6x6 shop/van truck destroyed in a convoy. 


A German Magirus-Deutz 4x4 truck built under licence in 
Yugoslavia designated TAM 4500. This is the water tank 
version. 


Fiat Campagnola 1107AD light vehicle built under licence in 
Yugoslavia and used in large quantities among the JNA (Jugoslavenska 
Narodna Armija or Yugoslav People's Army) units. This 4x4 vehicle can be 
used in a wide variety of roles, among them ambulance, command and 
radio vehicles. 


The charred remains of a light truck. 
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At Nova Gorica, near the Austrian border, Slovenian special forces attacked a Federal Army unit. As a result, two T-55s of the 14th Mechanized Corps 
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were knocked out by anti-tank weapons and 35 Federal soldiers were either killed or captured in only 5 minutes of firefight. 


Another view of the knocked out T-55 in Nova Gorica 
street. The T-55 was apparently set ablaze after it was hit. 
Flowers were stuffed into the gun barrel, a sign of peace? 
Underneath the road sign can be seen the tracks of the other 
destroyed Т-55. 


Author with Slovenian soldiers a day after the successful 
attack on Federal forces that destroyed two T-55 tanks. 


A Т-55 abandoned intact by Federal forces at Nova 
Gorica. The red strips identified this tank now belongs to the 
Slovenian territorial units. 


Slovenian reservists discussing the battle that resulted in 
their capture of several Federal Army T-55 tanks. Most were 
surprised how easily they could capture heavy equipment such 
as tanks from the Federal forces. 


Slovenian reservists guiding a T-55 into a defense 
position at Nova Gorica. Behind the tank is another captured 
bridge-layer. 


A Federal Army T-55 tank captured by the Slovenes at 
Nova Gorica is now in Slovenian service and put in a defensive 
position against а possible counter-attack by the Federal Army 


A Slovenian reservist officer giving out orders on the border with Italy. 
He is wearing the new camouflaged uniform of the TO which was put into 
service in 1986. However, this uniform is not in widespread service. 


For over a week, the Slovenian T-55s were in full alert for a possible 
counter-attack by Federal reinforcement from barracks around Nova 
Gorica. In fact, the Federal High Command was so surprised on the 
Slovenes’ capability that organized counter-attack was not materialized. 


Young Slovenian reservists of the TO (Teritorialna Obrama) taking a 
break at Nova Gorica, while waiting for orders to move on to a new 
defensive position. Out of the 68,000 reservists in Slovenia, some 38,000 
were called to duty to fight for the republic. 


A Slovenian reservist tanker in summer combat uniform on top of a T- 
55 tank. He is armed with an Yugoslavia manufactured 7.65mm Model 84 
machine pistol in a holster, with the ammo pouch at his belt. The Model 84 
is a copy of the Czechoslovak Model 61 Skorpion made under licence in 
Yugoslavia. 


On June 29, 1991 an M-84 (the Yugoslavian version of the T-72) was 
hit by anti-tank rocket and abandoned by its crew. Five minutes later, 
Slovenian militiamen painted TO onto the M-84 and declared ownership. 
This happened on the Ljubljana-Nova Gorica highway. 


BTR-50PU command vehicle captured in perfect condition by the Slovenes along with some T-55s. All the communications equipment were 
captured intact. This BTR-50PU was later used to defend Jezersko, the town where it was captured. 


New markings and emblem on Slovenian T-55s captured from the Federal Army. 


Slovenian soldiers inspecting T-55 tanks 
that they captured from the Federal Army. 
These tanks were later used against Federal 
troops. 


Captured Federal Army Т-55 and BTR- 
50PU in Slovenian service at Jezersko. 
Civilians were toying with the machine gun 
fitted to the BTR-50PU. 


Slovenian reservists installing ammo box to the DshK machine 
gun. Battle-damaged T-55s were stripped of parts and equipment to be 
fitted to other T-55s. 


Bombing up of a Slovenian captured T-55 in Jezersko, all the while 
closely watched by Federal troops in position on nearby hills. 


Slovenian T-55 tanks ready to move out to defend 
Jezersko, a border town. Federal troops were reported to be 
entrenched on a nearby hill only some 150 meters away. An 
East European truck driver is the curious bystander. 


А pair of Slovenian T-55s in position on the Customs 
parking lot at Jezersko. About 500 meters away from the 
parking lot some Federal border guards were entrenched there. 
However, 48 hours later, the Federal troops withdrew without 
giving any fight. 


On June 29, 1991 a group of Slovenian policemen and reservists set 
up roadblocks at Nova Gorica, searching all vehicles for Federal troops 
trying to escape from the barracks. Behind them in the grove are more 
Slovenes armed with anti-tank weapons. 


Federal Army T-55s, supported by MIG-21 fighter-bombers, attacked 
the Slovenian border post near Spiefeld. The tanks failed to penetrate the 
barricades put up by the Slovenes and eventually deserted by their crew. 
The captured tanks were later painted with the Slovenian emblem 
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Slovenian policeman interrogating a truck driver. Не is armed with а : ; 
7.62mm М70АВ2 assault rifle with stock extended. The magazine clips are Slovenian policeman manning a roadblock,searching for Federal Army 
taped together for the rapid change of magazines. deserters and spies from the KOS (intelligence service for the Army). 


Two Slovenian reservists in combat uniform, with gas mask and new 
emblem on the cap. Тһе one on the left is equipped with the 7.62mm 
М72В1 light machine gun while the one on the right is armed with the 
7.62mm М59/66А1 carbine. The M59/66A1 is a copy of the Soviet Simonov 
SKS rifle but with a spigot-type grenade launcher permanently attached to 
the muzzle. 


mbat uniform with leather 


suspenders. 90% of Slovenian soldiers were equipped with old leather 
equipment and either an AK-47 or a SKS carbine. 


Slovenians with captured М-53/70 self-propelled anti-aircraft gun at 
Sentilji, on the Austrian border. They are taking orders from a policeman. 
During the war, TO troopers and police units operated closely. Sentilji has 
an altitude of 2,000 meters. 


Slovenian reservist of the TO in combat dress near the Italian border. 


Іп conjunction with the Slovenian TO operations against the Federal This Slovenian partisan is armed with a 12 gauge shotgun. Following 
Army, some partisans also joined the rank. These partisans are examining ^ the tradition of the partisans in the WWII era, these modern day partisans 
a captured M-84 tank. are also tough soldiers well respected by their enemies - the Federal Army 
troops. 


Officers of the Slovenian TO having a meeting in front of a Federal 
barrack. Most of the time, they used civilian 4x4 for transportation and 
communications. 


Slovenian border guards taking a cigarette break in front of their 
Sentilji post after repulsing an attack by the Federal troops. 
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Slovenian anti-terrorist policeman manning a roadblock leading to the 
by trucks to stop the Federal Army tanks. They are armed with M70AB2 Ljubljana International Airport, where the Federal Army deployed tanks and 
assault rifle. heavy weapons. 
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A Slovenian policeman guarding a bridge in a small village some 50km This Slovenian anti-terrorist policeman is armed wit M70AB2 
from the capital. Trucks were often used as barricades. assault rifle and equipped with a special flak vest. 


The Slovenian Ministry of the Interior armed forces include 
not only the police reserves, but also police special forces 
tasked with the policing of the border crossings. 


Slovenian special force policemen guarding a road that 
leads to the Ljubljana International Airport. A few days later, 
they surrendered after a small skirmish with Federal Army 
tanks and armored vehicles. 


lank mines without fuse abandoned on the roadside. 


M76 armed Slovenian special force policeman. The ON-3M scope has 
а 4x magnification. A passive optical night sight can also be fitted to the 
M76 semi-automatic sniping rifle. 


A column of civilian light trucks and vans ІШІ of Slovenian 
reservists was attacked by Federal aviation 30km east of 
Ljubljana, causing some casualties. 


82mm М60 recoilless guns abandoned by their crew. This 
lightweight anti-tank gun was designed and developed in 
Yugoslavia. It fires a fin-stabilised HEAT round and has a 
maximum effective range of 1,500 meters. 


Yugoslavian TAM 150 6x6 truck with flat tyres abandoned on a road. All belongings inside the truck were later stolen by Slovenian volunteers. 


This M-84 hit a land mine and blew up. The internal explosion tore the 
turret some 50 meters away from the tank. The heat was so intense that it 
was not possible to touch the wreck two hours later. Naturally, all the crew 
were killed. 


Federal T-55 tank hit by an anti- 
tank rocket fired from the Armbrust. 
The rocket bounced off the turret and 
caused only minor damage to the tank. 
An hour later, Federal troops retrieved 
both the tank and the wounded 
commander. 


Blood stain can be found on the turret of 
this T-55 when it was hit by anti-tank rocket, 
wounding the commander. 


Minor damage to the cupola of this T-55 
that received an anti-tank rocket that bounced 


off. 


On the road to Brezice on 2nd July 1991, 
a Federal column tried to force through 
Slovenian barricades. In less than 2 minutes, 
two M-60P armored personal carriers were 
destroyed. 


An M-60P in flames. This armored personnel carrier was hit by а 
Slovenian anti-tank team armed with Armbrust. The rocket was fired at 
30m, and there was no survivors in the М-6ОР. 


similar to the M113 but the suspension is based on the Soviet Su-76. It is 
powered by an Austrian Steyr diesel engine and has a crew of three, with 


room for an additional ten infantrymen. 


A dead Federal trooper killed when his M-60P caught an anti-tank round. 


Some 700m away from where the two M-60Ps were shot, wounded soldiers were being helped from their BTR-50 to stretchers. There were shots 
everywhere, but the evacuation still attracted many spectators. 
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This M-84 is retreating, with the turret 
traversed to the rear and still firing bursts at the 
Slovenes. 


An М-84 moves into position to engage 
Slovenian forces. 


Last attempt for the JNA tanks to force 
through Slovenian resistance to reach Brezice, 
but without success. Even the Federal Army 
deployed an armored regiment, with 
coordinated air attacks, the whole operation 
was a failure and the forces had to retreat. 


M-84 on the retreat. The action near 
Brezice was the last fighting for the Federal 
forces in Slovenia. Some 5km away is Croatian 
territory. 


Federal M-84 after engagement 
with Slovenian forces. 


D а ERE 
A convoy consisting of a dozen BOV-3 AA vehicles was left 
abandoned on the road to Ljubljana-Zagreb at Krsko. The author was 
among the first ones to discover this convoy at 8:00AM on July 3, 1991. АП 
vehicles were full of weapons, ammo and equipment. It was later found out 
that the convoy was ambushed the day before and the Federal troops and 
their officers escaped during the night under cover of darkness. 


A brand new M70AB2 assault rifle left by the fleeing crew of this BOV- 
3 AA vehicle. With low morale, the Federal troops were more willing to run 
away than to stand and fight. 


FEDERAL ARMED FORCES AND SERBIAN MILITIA 


Croatian region of Krajina, located near the border 

with Bosnia Herzegovina. Krajina was a Serbian 
dominated area which had decided to secede and 
become integrated with Serbia. Immediately armed 
conflicts started aimed at driving the Croats out of 
Krajina. Serbian militiamen was formed with the 
encouragement of the republic of Serbia and the Federal 
military. The local ethnic Serbian police force was the 
primary source of manpower, joined by Serbian volunteers 
from throughout Yugoslavia. Heavy weapons were 
obtained from the 
JNA and there had 
been an influx of 
supplies from 
Serbia itself. 

By the end of 
June 1991, 
conflicts intensified 
between the 
Serbian militiamen 
and the Croats in 
Krajina, Slavonia 
and other 
Croatian regions 
w i t h 
predominantly 
Serbian 
population. This 
prompted the 
intervention of the 
JNA which sided 
with the Serbs. The 
Serbs’ expansionist 
ambitions were in 
fact condoned by 
the Federal 
Government. 
Whenever the 
Serbs decided to 
attack a Croatian 
village,the Federal 
Army wouldlendits 
unlimited support. 

When Slovenia 
and Croatia declared independence on 25th June 1991, 
the JNA interfered directly to stop the republics from 
breaking away. The rationale was simple, the JNA could 
only survive so long if Yugoslavia existed as a Federal 
state, or else the multinational force would disintegrate 


Д t the end of April 1991, civil strife broke out in the 


if each republic wouldformits own armed forcesafter 
gaining independence. The majority of officers in the 
JNA was of Serbian origin and favored a strong and 
united Yugoslavia which they regarded as the first step 
towards achieving a “Greater Serbia” 

However, the JNA had overestimated its forces. 
Irresolute leadership, poor discipline, lack of cohesion, 
low morale and desertion led the operations in Slovenia 
toaninevitable defeat. Some 2,300 Federal troops were 
taken prisoners during the brief war with Slovenia, though 
theyweresenthome afterthe ceasefire. Understandably, 
the JNA had to try 
toredeemitshonor 
and show its true 
colors when war 
broke out with 
Croatia. 

Even though 
the JNA suffered a 
severe setback at 
the hands of the 
Slovenianterritorial 
forces, it was still a 
force to be 
contended with. 
When fighting 
intensified with the 
Croats,theSerbian 
militia joined hands 
with the Federal 
forces and fight 
alongside each 
other. Often the 
Serbian militiamen 
were used as 
shock troops while 
the Federal Army 
kept its own force 
toman the reserve 
lines. 

The war with 
Croatia reached 
its peak in the 
winter of 1991 
when the Croatian 
towns of Vukovar, Vinkovci, Osijek, Borovo and Dubrovnik 
were besieged. Heavy fighting continued until Croatia 
was recognized by the E.E.C. on 15th January 1991 as an 
independent country. U.N. peacekeeping forces would 
arrive in March 1992 to separate the warring parties. 


Before the wars with Slovenia and Croatia, under the 
control of Defense Minister General Velko Kadijevic and 
the Federal High Command, the Federal Army was split 
into three Commands. The 1st Command, with its 
headquarter in Belgrade, was responsible for parts of 
Serbia and Bosnia Herzegovina. The 3rd Command was 
entrusted with the defense of southern Yugoslavia while 
the5th Command 
wasresponsible for 
the northern part 
of the Federation 
which included 
Slovenia and 
Croatia. 

The 154 
Command was 
made up of four 
army corps with 
their artillery and 
special forces. This 
comprisedthe 4th, 
12th, 24th and 37th 
Infantry Divisions, 
ihe 154 Motorized 
Brigade, the 1st , 
152nd, 454th 
Artillery Regiments 
and the 389th 
Rocket Launcher 
Regiment. The 3rd 
Command had 4 
divisions and their support units, namely the 21st, 41st, 
42nd and 52nd Infantry Divisions, the 211st and 243rd 
Armored Regiments and the 102nd and 150th Artillery 
Regiments. The 5th Command comprised the 2nd, 5th 


,lOth Infantry Divisions and a task force made up with 
elements of the 13th, 14th and 31st Infantry Divisions, 
supported by the 329th Armored Regiment, the 288th 
and 580th Artillery Regiments. 

Total number of Army conscripts was around 115,000 
men with some 500,000 reservists known as partisan 
brigades. The Air Force and Air Defense Forces numbered 
some 20,000 men 
while the Navy had 
13,000 men and 
45,000 reservists. 

In June 1991, 
the Federal Army 
had in its inventory 
8007-54/55 and 550 
M-84 tanks. 
Reserve units were 
equipped with 250 
Т-34/85 апа M-47 
tanks. The 
mechanized 
forces had at their 
disposal 600 
infantry fighting 
vehicles, most of 
them being the 
new М-80А. Also in 
service werethe M- 
60 series of 
armored personnel 
carrier and the 
BOV series of wheeled armored vehicles, as well as other 
combat vehicles. 

The Air Force fielded some 12 Mig-29s, 60 Mig-21s as 
well as Orao, Jastreb, Galeb and Gazalle helicopters. 
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(SINCE OCTOBER 1991) 


During the war with Slovenia and Croatia, the Federal forces had widespread desertion. Croatian and Slovenian conscripts were deserting in large 
numbers while reservists in other republics refused mobilisation. 5 


With the Serbs in Slavonia, Krajina and Banja claiming these territories 

The Yugoslav Federal government's Ministry of Defense controls the ав Serbian autonomous regions within Croatia, they formed their 
JNA with four services: the army, navy, air and air defense force, and paramilitary forces with the encouragement of Serbia and the Federal 
border troops. This Federal trooper is armed with a 7.62mm M70AB2 military. Clashes between Croatian forces and Serbian militia often resulted 
assault rifle with folded stock in the Federal military moving in to support the Serbs. 


Different views of JNA soldier , corporal and doctor іп combat uniform. 
The upper ranks of the JNA were dominated by ethnic Serbs who, along 
with Montenegrins, made up to 70% of the officers. 


The Chetnik insignia on the cap of a Serbian Royalist partymember. 
Serbian guerrillas are often called Chetniks 


Serbian militiamen at Tenja village in Slavonia equipped with the WWII 
vintage PPSh-41 submachine gun with 71-round drum magazine. Local 
ethnic Serbian police was the primary source of militiamen, joined by 
Serbian volunteers from throughout Yugoslavia. 


This Serb is equipped with a Model M1.45 Thompson submachine 
gun. Yugoslavia received some 2,500 Thompson submachine guns from 
the United States in the 1960s. 


In Slavonia, every Serbian and Croatian village displayed 
its flag at the village entrance, with militiamen on guard. This is 
the entrance to Tenja, a Serbian village. 


This village is guarded by an M53 machine gun. The M53 
is a Yugoslav copy of the famous WWII German MG-42 
machine gun. With a caliber of 7.92mm, the M53 has an 
effective range of 500m with a combat rate of 300 to 400 
rounds per minute. 


А Slovenian reservist in camouflaged paratrooper uniform. The 
weapon he is holding is the 7.92mm M76 semi-automatic sniping rifle with 
ON-3M scope. A very effective weapon in this kind of war, the M76 has an 
effective range of 800 meters. 


А Federal Army T-55 knocked out by Slovenian special forces at Nova 
Gorica. 


soldier in the cupola of the T-55. 


The Slovenian territorial forces were able to fight as they had trained, 
cutting off Federal Army armored and supply columns with mines and anti- 
tank weapons, and established control over the road from Ljubljana to 
Zagreb. 
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A close-up of the 12.7mm DshK heavy machine дип fitted to the 

commander's cupola оп а T-55 tank. The DshK is for anti-aircraft and anti- 
vehicle duties. Rate of fire is 575 rounds per minute. 


At Jezersko, near the Austrian border, a Т-55 tank captured by 
Slovenian reservists with the Slovenian emblem and TO painted onto the This Slovenian policeman is wearing a flak vest and equipped with gas 
glacis plate for identification purpose. mask. All vehicles were stopped and searched at the roadblock. 


Anti-terrorist special force of the Slovenian police force armed with the 
7.62mm SSG-69 sniping rifle. The bolt-action SSG-69 is manufactured in 
Austria by Steyr and is the standard sniping rifle for the Austrian Army. 


A greater variety of small arms were obtained through the black 
markets in the world by the Slovenes. This anti-terrorist policeman is using 
a German 9mm H&K MP5A3 submachine gun, well liked by special force 
units all over the world. 


EXON era 
Ап M-84 destroyed by an anti-tank mine on the road to Brezice. 


А pair of M-60P armored personnel carriers ambushed by Slovenes оп the road to Вгегісе. The lead vehicle is still in flames when this photo was 
taken. Note a dead Federal soldier on the ground underneath the exit door of the rear vehicle. 
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A Federal column is stopped some 2km from Brezice, with the M-84s 
firing on Slovenian positions. Moments later, a temporary cease-fire was 
arranged for evacuating the wounded. 


Author in front of a destroyed T-55. 


Ап M-84 on the climb. During this fighting on 2nd July 
1991, the Federal Army lost two M-84s and two М-6ОР5. 


An M-84 of the 5th Command abandoned by its crew 
during the fighting near Brezice. 


Afraid of anti-tank rockets, this M-84 is firing repeated 
rounds as quickly as possible to force the Slovenian heads 
down, 


A BOV-3 triple 20mm self-propelled anti-aircraft gun 
vehicle deserted by its crew at Krsko after some skirmishes. 
The BOV-3 has a crew of four and has a cyclic rate of fire of 
750 rounds per barrel per minute. 


А Federal soldier with the typical Yugoslavian metal helmet holding the 
M70AB2 assault rifle. 


The M-84 tank is basically a Т-72 built under licence in Yugoslavia. 
Armed with a 125mm smooth-bore gun, the M-84 has a crew of three. The 


M-84 has a unique retractable wind sensor as well as a unique laser range 
finder. 


Federal forces regrouping. In the foreground is an M-84 tank while in the background is an M-60PB armored personnel carrier with twin 82mm 
recoilless anti-tank guns. 


М-84 patrolling a street in Glina, a Serbian village in 
Croatia. Clearly shown is the folding scraper blade, the plastic 
sheet armor skirts and the smoke mortars. 


T-55s deserted by Federal forces in the field. Apparently 
the tankers were not willing to fight despite heavy firepower, 
They simply abandoned their tanks with all equipment still on 
board. Other Federal forces had to come back and retrieve the 
tanks later on under fire from Slovenian reservists. 


MT-55 armored recovery vehicle moving top speed to 
avoid Slovenian anti-tank rockets, 


( Ап MT-55 ARV protected by а T-55 on the road to 


Evers Brezice. 


The M-60P has an all-welded steel hull which provides the 
crew with protection from shell splinters and small arms fire. 
However, the M-60P performs disappointly when encountering 
land mines and anti-tank rockets. 


An M-60P of the 5th Command, part of the force that saw 
action near Brezice. It is seen operating with an M-84 tank. 
Both the Croatian and Serbian forces use the М-6ОР. 


Rear view of a BOV-3 SPAAG clearly showing the three 
20mm cannons. Effective anti-aircraft range is believed to be 
between 1,000 and 1,500 meters. It is a clear weather system 
only. 


An M53/70 SPAAG of the JNA. The twin 30mm cannon 
are fully automatic gas operated weapons with a practical rate 
of fire of 150 rounds per barrel per minute. Effective anti- 
aircraft range is 3,000m. 


Shock troops of the National detense forces. Since September 1991, 
most of these men were sent to the frontline to fight against the Federal 
Army. 


АШ, iy Se Va 

Croatian Policija on guard. The SPAS 12 semi-automatic shotgun he 
is carrying can fire buckshot, solid slug, small pellets and tear gas rounds. 
A grenade launcher can also be fitted to the muzzle. 


The Singapore Ultimax 100 is a gas piston operated, air cooled light- 
weight machine gun that handles like an assault rifle and can be fired from 
the shoulder, hip or with the bipod. The rate of fire is 500-540 rounds per 
minute. This Croatian special force poses in the shoulder firing mode. 


А National Guard special force trooper from Raketje barrack during the 
May parade. Не is armed with a brand new Hungarian АК-47. 


E 
Г 
5 
” >” 
p 
"M. 
my 
* 


d». 


185 


Se 


iD 


m d 
с. 


A 
L| 


Nr 


в. В 24,6 ev д 
A Croatian National Guardsman defending his village, firing his 
M70AB2 assault rifle. He is simply wearing a flak vest, without any ammo 
pouches for spare magazines. He has two magazine clips taped together 
for added firepower. 


Croatian Policija anti-terrorist specialist equipped with a camouflage 
combat flak vest, a MPC-1 helmet with visor, and armed with the Ultimax 
100 light machine gun. Few Croats were such equipped at the start of the 
war, 


Croatian armored truck mounted with a M75 20mm anti-aircraft gun. The unique shape of the Unimog light truck can be easily identified under the 
reinforced armor plates. Note the distinctive camouflage pattern. 


А Croatian makeshift armor built during the war. This gigantic armored personnel carrier is based on a 6x6 truck chassis and is operated by а 
commando unit, The commandos are preparing for a counter-attack near Novska. 


Ч с А Croatian National Guardsman with his SAR 80 assault rifle. Similar 
Many exotic weapons were obtained through the black market and 19 the M-16, the 5.56mm SAR 80 is cheaper and easily obtainable from 
entered service with the Croatian National Guardsmen. Singapore. 


This Croatian National Guardsman is seen wearing а flak 
jacket captured from the Federal Army. The camouflage color 
of the flak jacket is typical of the JNA. He is seen manning an 
M55 А4 Bi triple 20mm anti-aircraft gun at Nova Gradisca in 
September 1991 


A group of Croatian National Guardsmen on the Vukovar 
front poses in front of the camera in a cornfield. Some 150 
meters away were Federal tanks. When this photos was taken, 
bullets passed overhead. Note the variety of weapons used. 


A Croatian BTR-60PB 8x8 APC with distinctive camouflage pattern. These National Guardsmen are assigned with the mission to patrol the Zagreb- 


Belgrade highway, to look for any Federal armored columns. 


ісек с 5 


sandbags 


On East Vukovar, behind 


is a Croatian National Guardsman 
armed with the 7.62mm М59/66А1 carbine fitted with a grenade launcher. 
The bayonet is in the folded position, A combat knife is also attached to his 
boots, (J.P. Husson) 


А Croatian sergeant shows off his night vision binocular captured from 
the Federal Army. This piece of equipment is very rare in the hands of the 
National Guardsmen, 


the town and cut into 


d SD elio. 5-88 SNS 55 ҚАТ ОҚА ie : 
Federal M-84 tanks destroyed in Borovo, one of Vukovar's northern suburbs. A Federal tank column was lured into a quiet part of 
pieces by anti-tank rockets at close range. (Yves Debay) 


А Federal XS T-55 tank destroyed in Vukovar, where heavy fighting continued for three months from September to DAE 1991. Cuiümbered 
ten to one with electricity and water cut off, with round the clock artillery bombardment, the besieged Croatian town finally fell to the Serbs. (Yves Debay) 


A Gross BOVA eating the уреа camouflage of ho new Croatian такаа anny) 


: z: y 
A Croatian T-55 seen patrolling the streets of Sisak in December 
1991. Notice the color and pattern of the camouflage cover. 


Croalian National Guardsmen examining a destroyed M-84 main battle 
tank at Farkasic. In one December day, a dozen Federal M-84s were 
ambushed and destroyed within two kilometers. 


A Croatian BVP M80A mechanized infantry combat vehicle used in fire support role with its 20mm cannon at Farkasic. Besides the 20mm cannon, the 
turret of the MBOA also has a 7.62mm coaxial machine gun and a twin launcher for Sagger-type ATGWs. It has a crew of two and can carry an additional 
eight infantrymen. 


After а firefight in the fog, this Croatian commando returns from the 
This Croatian soldier of the Policija unit is exchanging fire with Serbs Serbian line at the Sunja railway station, an important strategic area east of 


in Brest, south of Sisak. Sisak. 


A Croatian TAM 4x4 truck with the M75 20mm anti-aircraft gun mounted at the rear. This vehicle operated at Sunja area in December 1991 and 
received some Serbian fire as evident by the bullet holes on the windscreen. 


М-84 and M-GOPBs after clashes with Slovenian forces. The Federal forces finally retreated back to Croatian territory in early July 1991. These 
vehicles belonged to the 5th Army Command. 


A brand new M-84 of the 10th Mechanized Infantry Division at Glin 
some 90km from Zagreb. Elements of this division operated within the 5th 
Army Command. The JNA missions were intended to protect the Serbian 
population in Slovenia and Croatia and to stop the republics from breaking 
away. 


Different views of an’M-84, its crew simply ran away, at the Slovenian- 
Croatian border. In the evening, Federal forces came back and recovered 
this tank and other T-55 tanks left over by their crew. 


Close-up of the turret of an M-84. Note the position of the snorkel, the 
unique laser range finder, and the NSVT 12.7mm heavy machine gun fitted 
to the commander's cupola. 


А T-55 fitted with a front-mounted BTU-55 dozer blade is waiting for 
orders to attack Slovenian units at the Slovenian-Croatian border. The crew 
have been cramped inside the tank the whole day. 


The Federal Army 5th Command was equipped with 560 
T-55s and 150 M-84s before the war. However, as the war 
progressed, a high number of M-84s and T-55s were either 
captured or destroyed by Slovenian and Croatian forces. 


Armed with a 100mm gun and a crew of four, the T-55 is а 
1950s designed tank and widely used in the world. The Federal 
Army had about 2,000 T-55s before the wars with Slovenia and 
Croatia. 


Т-55 deserted by Federal forces in the field. Apparently 
the tankers were not willing to fight despite heavy firepower. 
They simply abandoned their tank with all equipment still on 
board. Other Federal forces had to come back and retrieve the 
tank later on under fire from Slovenian reservists. 


The MT-55 armored recovery vehicle is Czechoslovakian 
designed and built. It has a crane pivoted at the right hull rear 
and has a cargo carrying area. The commander has a unique 
cupola on the forward right side of the hull. 


Rear view of an MT-55 ARV clearly showing the crane, the 
cargo carrying area and the rear dozer blade. 


МТ-55 armored bridgelayer used by the JNA. It is based 
on a T-55A tank chassis with the turret removed and replaced 
by a scissors bridge. The bridge is hydraulically launched over 
the front of the vehicle by an electro-hydraulic control system. 


The M-60P has a bow mounted 7.92mm machine gun 
which is operated by the co-driver. Behind the co-driver sits the 
machine gunner which operates a 12.7mm (0.5 cal) M2 heavy 
machine gun fitted to a cupola. 


An MT-55 armored bridgelayer captured 
by the Slovenes. The bridge is 18m long and 
requires 2-3 minutes to lay in position. 


In service with most of the JNA mechanized infantry divisions, the М- 
60P armored personnel carrier is designed and built in Yugoslavia. First 


seen in public in 1965, the M-60P is similar in design to M113 and FV432, 


while using the SU-76 suspension. 


BOV-3 self-propelled anti-aircraft gun of the JNA Air Force 
Anti-aircraft Defense abandoned intact at Toplice area. The 
primary role of the BOV-3 is to defend air bases. 


The BOV-3 is a member of a family of 4x4 wheeled 
armored fighting vehicles developed by Yugoslavia in the 
1980s. The BOV-3 is fitted with a turret armed with three 20mm 
cannon, each of which has a drum magazine holding 60 rounds 
of ammo, 


BOV-1 4x4 wheeled armored personnel carrier fitted with 
metal fences to protect the front wheels. The BOV-1 has а crew 
of two and can carry an additional eight fully armed 
infantrymen. 


BOV-1 wheeled APC flying Yugoslavian flag is stopped by 
Croatian National Guardsmen at Yukovar in August 1991. In 
October, heavy fighting erupted in Yukovar. Outnumbered ten 
to one, the Croats managed to hold out against the Serbian 
invasion. 


Close-up of the 7.62тт M86 machine gun and 
searchlight mounted on the cupola of a BOV-1. The cupola is 
on top of the troop compartment which houses eight 
infantrymen. 


Manufactured in Czechoslovakia, the M53/70 self- 
propelled anti-aircraft gun entered service with the Yugoslav 
Federal forces in the 1960s. It is derived from the Praga 6x6 
truck with an armored cab and M-53 twin 30mm anti-aircraft 
gun mounted on the rear platform. 


Тһе М53/70 has an improved fire control system over the 
M53/59. However, it still lacks an all-weather capability, no 
NBC system, no night vision equipment and no amphibious 
capability just like the M53/59. 


Ап М53/70 on patrol. This system is used by units of both 
sides of the conflict. 


WAR IN СРОАПА 


Martin Spegelj officially created the Croatian 

National Guard. Capable of being operational in 
amatter of hours, this army is ready to defendits homeland 
against Serbian militias and Federal forces. 

Early in June 1991, the Croatian National Guard is 
ready. It is made up of 9 brigades (including four on 
reserve), each with 2,500 to 3,500 men, while the 
reserve brigades average between 2,000 to 3,000 
men. Altogether, 
the | National 
Guard comprises 
13,000 active 
soldiers with 
10,000 in reserve, 
and can be 
mobilized in less 
than 24 hours. 17 
intervention 
brigades have 
been created 
and they are 
called National 
Guard Special 
Forces. 

The Croatian 
National Guard is 
entirely made up 
of volunteers 
originating from 
police force or 
the militia. Most of 
its officers have 
been trained in 
the military 
academies run 
by the Federal 
Army or by the 
Interior Ministry. 
Foreign-born 
Croats can also 
be found with 
American, 
German or Australian descent, some were even ex- 
Legionnaires. 

When Croatiadeclared independence on 25th June 
1991, Croatia’s Serbs also declared independence and 
proclaimed their own autonomous republic of Krajina. 
Asmore and more Serbian dominated areas demanded 
independence from Croatia, Serbian militiamen began 


0 n28th May 1991, Croatian Defense Minister General 


armed conflicts with Croatian National Guardmen. 

Serbian militia had been armed and encouraged by 
the JNA. During clashes with Croats, the Federal Army 
often intervened with infantry supported by tanks, with 
the Croats often on the losing side. By September 1991, 
the situation degenerated into an all-out war between 
the Croatian National Guard and the Federal forces. 

In October 1991, Federal forces launched massive air 
and ground attacks on the embattled Croatian cities of 
Vukovar, Borovo, 
Vinkovci, Osijek 
and the historic 
port of Dubrovnik 
on the Adriatic 
coast. Heavy 
fighting continued 
throughout the 
winter with the 
Croats defending 
their homeland 
despite 
overwhelming 
military superiority 
of their enemy. 

Finally, after 
months of hostilities 
and many failed 
truces, with 
Croatia losing 
control of a third of 
its territory, the 
fighting subsided 
and Croatia was 
recognized as an 
independent 
country by the 
Е.Е.С. on 15th 
January 1992, On 
8th March 1992, 
United Nations 
peace keeping 
forces began 
arriving in Croatia 
and Serbia to keep peace between the warring 
armies. 

The disintegration of Yugoslavia has already cost 
more than 7,000 lives and driven 650,000 people out of 
their homes. With Bosnia seeking its independence in 
March 1992, trouble is about to start and peace might 
not come to Yugoslavia yet. 


National Guardsmen in camouflage uniform, with the front 
row equipped with the German Armbrust anti-tank weapon. 
The Armbrust is a manportable, shoulder-fired, expendable 
anti-tank weapon. 


The general insignia of the Croatian national armed forces. 


Croatia formed its own defense forces in April 1991, called the 
National Guard Corps (Zbor Narodne Garde). On 28th May 1991, in a well 
publicised military review at Zagreb, the capital, the National Guards were 
shown to the public for the first time. Here, ceremonial Guards of Honor 
present themselves before the Croatian Parliament. 


The National Guardsmen were drawn from 
the Croatian republic police, as well as 
reservists and TO (Teritorialna Obramba) 
members. The former Federal Army officers 
were in the command positions. These National 
Guardsmen are equipped with brand new 
Romanian AK-47s. 


Marines of the National Guard based оп the Dalmatian coast. These 
units, equipped with speedboats, saw extensive actions in the autumn 
trying to break the blockade on Dubrovnik harbour by Serbian gunboats 


Female volunteers of the National Guard are used more in the 
communication and nursing role than in combat duties. 


The National Guard was initially formed as an internal security force, 
intended to fight Croatia's counter-insurgency war against Serbian 
militiamen in Serbian dominated regions in Croatia. However, with the 
declaration of independence by Croatia on 25th June 1991, the National 
Guard Corps had to fight an all-out war with Serbia 


National Guard mountain troops in camouflage uniform, armed with 
Romanian AK-47 which is a copy of the Soviet AKM, readily recognized by 
the forward pistol grip. 


Paratroopers of the National Guard with Romanian AK-47. They were 
equipped only with civilian freefall parachutes at the start of the war. 


Camouflaged German-made Unimog 4x4 light truck used by the 
Croatian Special Forces. These trucks were bought from French Army 
surplus. 


Unimog truck used as a platform to mount the Oerlikon 20mm anti- 
aircraft gun. 


These special forces carried the brunt of the war with the Federal 
Army during the battles for Vukovar and Osijek 


Croatian special forces operating an Oerlikon 20mm anti- 
aircraft gun mounted on an Unimog truck. 


BOV-1 armored vehicle in service with the Croatian 
Policija, formerly the Communist Milicija with the name 
changed in May 1991 


Members of the Croatian Policija armed with Hungarian 
AK-47 during their first parade in Zagreb. 


National Guardsman armed with an M70 (Yugoslavian AK- 
47) checks out a Croatian-Serbian village for Serbian 
militiamen called Chetniks. 
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This Croatian Policija is aiming an Italian 12-gauge Franchi SPAS 12 Croatian Policija team on the look-out for Chetniks in a suspect village. 
shotgun. First introduced in 1979, the SPAS 12 is a short-barrelled semi- They are equipped with M70 and SPAS 12. The SPAS 12 is an ideal 
automatic shotgun capable of firing four shots a second in the automatic automatic shotgun for close-quarter fighting, used by many special units all 
mode. over the world. 


The Franchi SPAS 12 shotgun has a skeleton butt with a 
special device that enables the firer to carry and fire the gun 
with one hand. 


This National Guardsman is armed with an M7281 light 
machine gun with а 30-round magazine. The M7281 may also 
be equipped with a drum magazine holding 75 rounds. A 
passive night-vision scope РМ5х80 can be fitted. The M7281 is 
of Yugoslav manufacture. 


Well camouflaged National Guardsman. The national 
emblem is clearly depicted on his cap. 


Croatian special force on guard duty near Zagreb. Не is armed with а 
Hungarian AK-47. 


This Croatian special force is aiming with a brand new Hungarian AK- 
47 bought only a few weeks ago. During spring, the Croatian government 
bought thousands of small arms from the black market, especially through 
the Eastern European channels. Only when the Croatian forces invaded 
Federal Army barracks that they could obtain weapons and equipment in 
larger quantities. 


RPG-7 anti-tank team of the Croatian special forces. This 
RPG-7 was bought from Hungary. In the beginning of the war, 
the Croatian forces were ill-equipped with anti-tank weapons. 
Only around 200 RPG-7, Armbrust and LAW were available to 
them. 


A Croatian special force poses with his 5.56mm Ultimax 
100 light machine gun. This weapon is manufactured in 
Singapore, has a bipod and feeds from a 100-round drum 
magazine. It has good firepower, the only drawback is that the 
drum magazine takes a long time to get reloaded 


Besides the Ultimax 100, the Croatian forces also fielded 
the Singapore 5.56mm SAR 80 assault rifle. The SAR 80 has 
low recoil and is capable of automatic fire. The M-16 type 20- 
and 30-round magazines can be used. 


Croatian National Guardsmen following a track used by 
Serbian militiamen. The one in the foreground is armed with a 
Yugoslavian M76 7.92mm semi-automatic sniping rifle. The 
M76 has a 10-round magazine and a 4x ON-3M75 scope 
Similar to the PSO-1 scope of the 7.62mm Dragunov (SVD). 


A Croatian special force in firing position with an M72B1 
7.62mm light machine gun. The M72 is used in fire support role 
in an infantry squad, and is used by both the Croats and Serbs. 


Special forces of the Croatian National Guard equipped 
with a variety of light weapons: SAR 80, Ultimax 100 and AK- 
47. 


A Croatian Policija poses in front of the camera. Не is 
heavily armed and well protected by flak vest and riot helmet. 


The German Armbrust manportable short-range anti-tank 
weapon has an effective range of 300m against tanks and 
armored vehicles. The Armbrust has no firing signature and the 
launcher is disposable once the weapon has been fired. Croats 
had been successful with the Armbrust with over a hundred 
Federal Army vehicles destroyed to its credit іп just over 3 
months into the war. 


Communication center at Raketze barracks. This station not only 
allows Croatian Special Forces to communicate with their Headquarter at 
Zegreb, but is also a monitoring station for Federal Army communications. 


National Guardsmen displaying the different types of small arms in 
their service. 


A Croat armed with a Romanian АКМ in patrol at Bijelo-Brdo, 6km 
from Osijek. 


A check-point at Komarevo, south of Sisak. Croatian 
National Guardsmen are checking passenger cars for 
Chetniks. All (һе National Guardsmen are in camouflage 
uniform, similar to the U.S. woodland pattern camouflage 
uniform. 


Croatian National Guardsman searching for Serbian sniper in Bijelo- 
Brdo. The Federal forces regularly invaded the village since September 
1991 and finally captured it in December 1991 with the support of tanks 
and artillery. 


Croatian National Guardsmen exchanging fire with Serbs some 200m 
away. While exposing themselves under enemy fire, they commented that 
it was not courageous to be protected behind sandbags. 


During a lull in the battle, а Croatian National Guardsman patrols the 
streets of Bijelo-Brdo with his bicycle. Without ammo pouches, he has the 
magazines taped together. Often, two to three magazines were’ taped 
together. 


Like ай wars, when the fighting begins, many fighters are still іп civilian 
clothings, like these Croats. 


Croatian National Guardsman armed with an M-16A2 on 
duty at Borovo-Naselje, 5km from Vukovar. During the first 
month of the war, when Federal forces raided Croatian 
arsenals and confiscated the weapons, the Croats had to 
obtain their weapons through the black market. 


A Croatian National Guardsman aims with a brand new 
anti-tank rocket launcher, practices urban fighting in the streets 
of Borovo-Naselje. 


This Croatian National Guardsman stands guard іп front of a bank in 
Kostanijica. He is armed with a Romanian AKM with magazine clips taped 
together. 
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А wounded Croatian National Guardsman armed with an М70АВ2 а 
grenades, defending Kostanijica. 


One type-of-light vehicle used by Croatian commandos is this Jeep bought in quantity from Germany. This Jeep is seen on a routine patrol in 
Kostanijica in September 1991. 


Croatian special forces observation post іп Kostanijica 
during a "quiet" day. This town fell to the Federal Army in 
September 1991 after 20 days of fierce fighting. 


Remains of a car smashed by a Federal tank and burned. Kostanijica, 
September 1991. 


This Croatian special force unit is equipped with a few 
Jeep mounted with the M75 20mm anti-aircraft gun. The M75 is 
ideal for close quarter fighting against ground targets. This unit 
was assigned with the mission to attack enemy strongholds, 
and it travelled from one hot spot to another. The unit stayed a 
few days in Kostanijica where the photos were taken. 


Croatian commando team patroling a village, searching for Serbs. Croatian commandos on the look-out for Serbian militiamen. This Land 
Often these commandos used light vehicles as their means of ^ Rover airborne jeep was bought from a Dutch surplus, with the Dutch 
transportation, and in this case, a Land Rover jeep. licence plate still intact 


A hastily built Croatian armed vehicle, 
made from a civilian truck reinforced with metal 
plates. Though easily penetrated by anti-tank 
rockets, it is better than nothing. 


All trucks, whether light or heavy, were 
used by-the-Croats to carry equipment or 
weapons. This-truck is equipped with a 20mm 
M75 anti-aircraft gun intended to use against 
both air and ground targets. The M75 can be 
easily covered by the canvas if required. 


The Croats bought a large number of army surplus light trucks in the 
summer of 1991 to equip their forces. Pictured in the Komarevo area, this 


ex-French German-manufactured Unimog light truck has armor plates 
added for increased protection. The M75 20mm anti-aircraft gun mounted 


atthe back is used as a ground support weapon. 


Certainly the most elaborate combat transport vehicle made by the 
Croats is this massive APC. Built with a 6x6 truck chassis-with welded 
armor plates, this АРС weights some 20 tons. Though cumbersome, the 
vehicle can reach a speed of 120km/h on highways. Each vehicle can carry 
20 soldiers and about 50 vehicles were built prior to the capture of Federal 


APCs. 


The Jeep was used in large numbers by Croatian National 
Guard commanders on the front line. 


Interesting views of a ВОУ-УР 4x4 armored personnel carrier used by 
the Croatian Policija forces in Banija area, some 20km from Kostanijica. 
This АРС is fitted with a 7.62mm machine gun turret. Painted іп blue prior 
to the war, in August 1991, the BOV-VP was the main type of armored car 
equipping the Croatian forces, though some numbers of BTR-60PB were 
also in service. 


The same BOV-VP APC destroyed by Serbian militiamen 5km from 
the village. An anti-tank rocket hit the engine, killing all crew on board. 5 
minutes after this photo was taken, the author was trapped in a firefight оп 
the road and was later taken prisoner by the Serbs. The author was held in 
Bosnia for a while and later released. This was in September 1991. 


eZ np. f) E 
Well camouflaged Croatian National Guardsman in a corn field, taking aim with his M70AB2. Note the special helmet cover. (J.P. Husson) 
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Weapons and Serbian flag seized by the Croats during a routine 
search in a Serbian village. Among the weapons were some rifles, 
shotguns and handguns. 


Croatian National Guardsman manning a check-point in Borovo düring 
а brief cease-fire. The Federal Army із only 700 meters away. He is armed 
with an M-16A2. 


One of the fifteen BTR-60PBs used by the Croatian forces 
to patrol the Zagreb-Belgrade highway. The BTR-60PB 8x8 
amphibious armored personnel carrier has a turret armed with 
а 14.5mm KPV machine gun and a coaxial 7.62mm PKT 
machine gun. The crew seems to be in high spirit. However, 
two weeks after this photo was taken, the same BTR was 
destroyed in battle. 


A Croatian sniper at Noska, on the Zagreb-Belgrade 
highway, equipped with a hunting rifle with scope. This type of 
weapon is very effective in this type of war. 


Ап M55 А4 B1 triple 20mm anti-aircraft gun mounted оп a truck, This type of AA gun was used intensively by the Croats during the war and accounted fc 
over 60 Federal combat aircrafts shot down 


ELE 
Fresh Croatian National Guardsmen on their way to defend Vukovar in 
September 1991. These Croats are relatively well armed. The arms flow 
into Croatia during the war was reported to include tens of thousands of 
firearm, several million rounds of ammunition, mines, anti-tank weapons, 
night vision devices, and communications equipment. 


All sorts of vehicles were used by the Croats as means of 
transportation to and from the front. These special forces are on their way 
to the Vukovar front. 


Croatian armed policemen searching for Serbian snipers in the 
Vukovar suburb. (J.P. Husson) 


These determined Croatian National Guardsmen managed to withheld 
Federal forces for three months at the Vukovar front despite ten to one 
odds. 


Croats in the suburb of Vukovar trying to stop a Federal tank column. 
The National Guardsman with the sniper rifle is trying to shoot the 
commander in the lead M-84 tank. Without success, they withdrew from the 
scene when the tanks started to charge at them. 


А Land Rover 109 4x4 vehicle used by the Policija іп 
Vukovar, though the Milicija marking still remains. By 
November 1991, even the Policija vehicles were camouflage 
painted. 


In August 1991, the Croats 
attacked some naval bases on the 
Adriatic coast and captured some 
naval guns. Here, a captured 12.7mm 
heavy machine gun is mounted on a 
civilian light truck. The Croatian 
policeman is firing on Federal barracks 
in Vukovar. (J.P. Husson) 


This ^ Croatian ^ National 
Guardsman, equipped with a flak vest 
and U.S. helmet, armed with-an M53 
machine gun and grenades, is part of 
the counter-offensive force. against the 
Federal Army іп-Микоуаг. (J.P. 
Husson) 


Croats defending Vukovar. Most of these men were killed 
in combat during the three months’ siege of the city. M70AB1 
assault rifle and M72B1 were the most commonly used 
weapons in this war. (J.P. Husson) 


Charred remains of a Federal M-84 tank in Borovo, where 
severe street fighting occurred. Several tanks and APCs were 
set ablaze by Croatian anti-tank rockets on 17th September 
1991. (Yves Debay) 


During the battle at Osijek, a Croatian National Guardsman runs for 
cover after being fired upon by Serbian sniper. 


Typical camouflage-uniform-and-equipment used by the Croatian 
National Guard іп the summer of 1991.in Osijek area. 


А TAM 150 6x6 truck captured by the Croats and fitted with a 12.7mm naval heavy machine gun in Osijek. The TAM 150 is built in Yugoslavia 


developed specifically to meet the requirements of the Yugoslav Army. It can be used as a troop transport or as ап artillery tractor. 


Details of the Croatian emblem. 


A civilian truck in Osijek fitted with a naval heavy machine 
gun captured from the Dalmatian bases. 


Anti-tank mines on the road to Tenja, а Serbian area. Laying mines 
like this on a road is more of psychological reason than military. 


Catholic churches were often good targets for the Serbian artillery 
The Orthodox Serbs dealt a psychological blow to the Croats by trying to 
kill the Croatian Catholic spirit. 


‘As war progresses into the winter, this. Nationa! Guardsman is Seen wearing the type of uniform currently-in-service with the Croatian army for the 
Winter. Не is armed with a Romanian АК-47 and is guarding an outpost in Brest 


and is now being used as an infantry transporter 


An old truck captured from the 
Federal army is now in service with the 
Croatian First Commando Brigade 
based at Rakitje, near Zagreb. 


Insignia of the Croatian First Commando Brigade. 


A damaged TAM 110 4x4 light truck. 
Notice the Croatian national emblem as well as 
insignia of the First Commando Brigade. Since 
November 1991, each Croatian brigade 
operated a large number of tanks, infantry 
fighting vehicles and trucks, with the majority 
captured from the Federal army. 


A KrAZ-255B 6x6 truck used by the 
engineer unit of the First Commando Brigade 


Used in large numbers by the Croatian 
army is this Austrian built Steyr-Daimler-Puch 
Pinzgauer 4x4 all-terrain vehicle. The rear 
cargo-area-has a tarpaulin cover and has 
bench seats for eight infantrymen. 


А Croatain T-55 in service with a motorized unit. By the autumn of 1991, the Croats managed to build a tank force with the ability to challenge Federal 


armor. 


Ра At -17°F at Farkasic in December 1991, Croatian National 
Guardsmen showing the "У for victory sign on top of an M-84 
wreck. 


A destroyed Serbian M-84 tank at Farkasic in December 
1991 


On a foggy day in December 1991, a pair of Croatian commandos 
during a break in the battle at Sunja railway station. 


A Croatian. Policija armed with former East-German AK-47 at Brest. 
This type of unit worked-well-with-the National Guardsmen in defending 
Croatia. 


A Croatian М-18 Hellcat that served with the army reserves іп Sunja area. Yugoslavia received many M-18s from the United States in the 1960s. 


An ex-U.S. Army ambulance bought from German surplus 
still in its original camouflage. Sunja area, December 1991. 


In the suburb of Karlovac, a Croat advances cautiously, 
with the Serbs entreched only 50m away. This-área was totally 
in ruins after a month long bombing and street-fighting. 
Eventually, in the beginning of January 1992, the Croats 
managed to force the’Serbs out of this suburb. 


Croatian military policemen holding out in a suburb of 
Karlovac. Notice the barricades on the street and the bullet 
holes on the walls. 


'A-Craoatian T-55 defending Karlovac in December 1991. This tank was captured from the Federal forces only two month earlier. 


A Croatian anti-aircraft position at Kratecko. The 40mm 
Bofors L/60 automatic anti-aircraft gun was used as infantry 
support against Serbian units some 3,000m away. This Bofors 
gun used Italian Mk-2 shells. Notice the Croatian emblem on 
the ex-Yugosiav army helmet. 


A Croatian church in ruins, target of the Serbs some 5km from Sisak. 
During the war, churches and hospitals were priority targets for the Serbian 
artillery. 


Funeral ceremony for some Croatian soldiers on a typical winter day. War finally ended in January 1992 when Croatia was recognized by the EEC and 
several other countries. 
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